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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ESSAY ON THE HISTORY OF ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH. 
(Continued from page 110 ) 
CHAPTER XII, 

We continue our biographical notices. In 1835, at the end of his 
Sermon, the Rector said, ** These considerations will, | trust, lead such 
‘of my hearers as are mourning the death of friends to a train of reflec- 
‘tions which may be consoling, and instructive. 

“ May | not say our whole congregation are mourners, for the departed 
‘were the friends of us all. There remain among us none more sincere- 
‘jy,and ardently interested in whatever concerns the welfare of this flock 
‘of Christ—nove who more deeply participated in our disasters and 
‘ disquietudes, and in the hopes which a kind providence permits us now 
‘toentertain.* One of these venerable deceased friends found a satis- 
‘faction in recording her name among those who desired, that the “ dear 

old Church as it was” might if possible be restored,} and that posterity 
might have advantages of “ suck a house of prayer.” To another, whose 
‘life was protracted tothe verge of fourscore,t we are indebted for 
‘liberal assistance in the erection of this temporary house for our fluck, 
‘when in danger of being scattered, and, with a feeling honoring God in 
‘the instrument by which her soul’s health had been promoted, by her 
‘own desire, she sleeps, as we trust, in Jesus, close by that spot where 
‘stood the table of her Lord. A third of our members§ not jess esteem- 
‘ed, though not so advanced in years, a lady, I may truly say, pre-emi- 
‘nent in this community for the kindest feelings and good offices towards 
‘all within the sphere of her neighborhood and acquaintance, and for 
‘hospitality to the stranger, had this congregation among her last 
thoughts, and few topics interested her more than the prospect of our 
‘house rising from its ashes, and being, through a long tract of time, a 
‘praise and a blessing to those by whom and for whom it was tu be pro- 
‘vided. 

“How often have we met these excellent friends at the Holy Com- 
‘munion of our crucified Lord. We shall meet them there no 
‘more forever. But we humbly trust that they are now enjoying 
‘the benefit of the promise (by having fulfilled its condition), of 
‘their Redeemer and our Redeemer—I mean that promise “ Verily 
‘“Tsay unto you I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine till that 
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Allusion is here made to the burning and restoration of the Church. 
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‘day when I drink it new with you in my father’s kingdom.” Why oy 
‘you is yet hesitating as to this your bounden duty and service? Wy, 
‘is postponing to a more convenient season obedience to the plain jp. 
‘junction, and the dying request of your Redeemer to do this jn re. 
‘membranceof Him? Why tarry ye, life is fast passing away. Eyer, 
‘opportunity ought to be improved for manifesting your gratitude ty 
‘your best friend, who spared not his life for your sake, and for secyy. 
‘ing the high advantages annexed to the faithful commemoration of }j, 
‘sufferings and death, 

‘‘ But are they only the deceased, whose absence from the holy table 
‘we must miss to-day? In the providence of God, the spirit of emj. 
‘gration® has entered into our congregation, and its results affect oy; 
‘ feelings, scarcely less than does death itself. 

“May the overruling providence and grace of God prevent these 
‘removals from affecting our welfare. Unless a like “ excellent spirit” 
‘shall be found to animate some among us, our Sunday Schools, and yar}. 
‘ous societies, (congregational, diocesan and general) by which oy; 
‘whole Church is sustained, defended, strengthened, and its limits ex. 
‘ tended, must inevitably suffer, and in a degree which it is distressing 
‘to contemplate even in prospect. Warm hearts, open purses, God be 
‘ praised, we have. but we want active services—and in particular from 
‘that sex whom propriety and nature, and I add Scripture, teach, should 
‘be foremost in every good word and work. 

“ The Sunday Schools connected with this congregation might be bet- 
‘ter organized, might be greatly enlarged, and thus exceedingly more 
‘ efficient, if more male teachers, and male visitors to the children and 
‘their parents, and a superintendant of the whole concern, able, active, 
‘and devoted would come forward to our encouragement and assistance, 
‘ The losses this and other institutions have sustained by the unavoidable 
‘separation from us of friends who have served them faithfully and 
‘usefully for many years, (as it respects the Sunday School from 
‘its very foundation,) I cannot but hope will lead several of those who 
‘ now hear me to the self-inquiries. Have I done, or am I doing my part 
‘in the good deeds for the house of my God, and the offices thereof! 
‘Is there not now a crisis, which claims of me some self-denial, some 
‘ effort, some devotion of heart, mind, and strength, for the maintenance 
‘of institutions identified with the prosperity, and in a degree, with the 
‘existence of the Redeemer’s kingdom in our community? Brethren, 
‘my heart is full on this subject. May God enable you and me to per- 
‘ceive what things we ought to do and faithfully and successfully to ful- 
‘ fill the same.”’ 

In 1836, the Rector added to his Sermon as follows: “ To more 
‘than one “ house of mourning” have several of us, my brethren, been 
‘called, withina few weeks. Here are tears shed for a husband, a broth- 
‘er and a friend ; a worthy member of our Christian family ;+ and there 
‘for a Son, the first born, the successor of his father in the cares of the 
‘household, the counsellor of his younger brothers, the chief earthly 
‘ consolation, joy and hope, of his widowed mother.t Talented, rich In 
‘opportunities for improvement and intellectual acquisitions, guided, 
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‘controlled, animated as he must have been, by the Christian example 
‘of his excellent father, it was unavoidable that the community should 
‘have looked to him as destined to fill a wide sphere of honorable use- 
‘fylness. But a providence ever wise, perfectly wise and good, al- 
‘though inscruitable, for a season, has decided that the hope should not 
‘be realized, that a second calamity scarcely less stunning than the 
‘frst, should fall on that house, What more can we say to our friends, 
‘than that, we feel for them—that their Redeemer God, in all the afilic- 
‘tions of his people, is alllicted—that his moral discipline is intended for 
‘their correction and advancement—to moderate their attachment to 
‘nerishing scenes—to quicken their affections for God and heaven—to 
‘lead them to hose sources of happiness which are worthy of their aspi- 
‘rations, Which can alone salisfy a creature having an immortal nature, 
‘made only a little lower than the angels —to prepare them for admission 
‘into the society of the just made perfect, of Cherubim and Seraphim, 
‘yea of God himself, If the present scene bounded our existence the 
‘evils to which mortal flesh is heir would be enhanced beyond all ex- 
‘pression. But “ glory, honor and immortality” are set before us, and it 
‘will be altogether our own fault, if these evils do not, as a summer 
‘cloud, soon pass away, and yield tothe bright sun of the morning of the 
‘resurrection an entire and eternal triumph. 

‘“In the midst of life we are in death! In the world, ye shall have 
‘“tribulation.” Set your affections on things above, not on things on 
‘the earth; for the fashion of this world passeth away.” Have not 
‘these lessons and this exhortation been most impressively repeated and 
‘enforced by late dispensations of providence. And what truths and 
‘duty more important can be presented to the attention of immortal 
‘mortals. We are strangers and pilgrims on the earth, and @s we have 
‘here no continuing city, so the time of our continuance ts altogether 
‘uncertain. What we have to do to procure the pardon of our sins, the 
‘sanctification of our souls, the salvation which is by Jesus Christ, we 
‘must do quickly. 

‘“Man is born unto trouble as the sparks fly upwards.”’ It is our por- 
‘tion as sinners. but the means of alleviation, of converting it into a 
‘blessing are in our power, for the Comforter hath come, not only to 
‘soothe his people, but to give them “ beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
‘mourning, and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.” ‘The 
‘happiness of earth is short and precarious, and at best unsatisfactory, 
‘It cannot meet the desires of a creature having such: faculties and aspi- 
‘rations as immortal man. We build the edifice with much cost and 
‘toil and self-denial, and in a moment it may perish, or if it last, we 
‘behold inscribed on its walls “ vanity and vexation of spirit—all is 
‘vanity.” Surely then, it is our wisdom to set our affections on him 
‘who never changes—never dies, who is the same yesterday, to day and 
‘forever, and on Ais heaven, where sin and sorrow are unknown, where 
‘joys are pure, elevated, perfect, and everlasting. Ought not these les- 
‘sons on the uncertainty of life, the sorrows of this mortal state, and 
‘the necessity of looking elsewhere than to earth for happiness, in par- 
‘ticular to engage our attention at this season of public affliction and 
‘danger? How many houses of mourning has ruthless war* made and 





*The Florida War. 
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‘threatened to make. While we sympathize with our countrymen ay) 
‘neighbours, driven from their homes, reduced from affluence or comfor: 
‘to poverty and want, and weeping in the memory of a telative o; . 
‘mate wantonly murdered, and know not how soon the dire consequences 
‘of cruel war may be our portion ; some of which we are now reaping 
‘in the exposure and losses of our friends and fellow-citizens, let it }, 
‘our endeavor anxious and constant, and our prayer fervent and perse. 
‘vering, to be enabled to cultivate these Christian principles, which cay 
‘render the house of mourning better than that of feasting—advyersjty 
‘better than prosperity—the day of death better than the day ¢f 
‘our birth; which only can inspire a fortitude equal to any crisis 
‘a courage (like that of the martyrs) which nothing can diminish, Chris. 
‘tian principles, without which no degree of prosperity can make may 
‘ happy—vith which no suffering, no danger can seriously affect him, for 
‘if he loses his home, he has a home in the heavens—his friends, he has 
‘a friend that sticketh closer than a brother—his life, he has a better life. 
‘hid with Christ in the heavens: They are the principles which sys. 
‘tained, yea cheered the noble army of martyrs, even at the stake, and 
‘enabled the Apostle to say “I am filled with comfort. I am exceeding. 
‘ly joyful in all our tribulation.” ‘ We glory in tribulation, knowing that 
‘* tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, and experience 
‘“hope. We joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we 
‘* have now received the atonement.” 

“Seeing God is all-wise and good, and we so short-sighted as con. 
‘stantly to mistake our true interests, let us be thankful that He over. 
‘rules all events whether they relate to our persons, families, communi- 
‘ty or country in general. Let us be sure that the darkest clouds 
‘are under his control—that they will be made by him to fulfill the pur- 
‘ poses of his wisdom and mercy—and that it will be our own fault if 
‘they do not pass away in his good time, and be profitable to us for cor- 
‘rection and instruction in righteousness. It is “* when this mortal shal! 
‘have put on immortality,” and the sentence of the judgment has passed 
‘in our favor, that we shall especially realize how good it was for us to 
‘have been subjected to those afflictions which laid the foundation of, o: 
‘improved our Christian character, tbat it was our privilege, a cause for 
‘the highest and never ceasing gratitude, that God was pleased to disci- 
‘ pline us—to call us to the house of mourning, to keep us, it may be for 
‘a long time, in the valley of weeping.” 

In 1837, on the occasion of the death of Mrs. T. Corbett, the Rec 
tor in his Sermon, remarked:—*‘t Wise as it respects our present 
‘peace, indispensable as it respects our future well-being, is the 
‘contemplation of death. And to that duty, we of this congregation, 
‘seem to be more particularly called at this time, by the providence 
‘of God. At a season of almost unexampled health, death has come 
‘among us, and as if to make us more sensible of his power, without 
‘any warning, entered a large circle of relatives and friends, and select: 
‘ed a victim, than whom, few were, or deserved to be, more beloved, in 
‘the domestic and social relations, and indeed in the wider spheres 0 
‘the neighbourhood, the congregation, and the community of this, av¢ 
‘of another parish. How many, within this Church, and elsewhere can 
‘ bear testimony of her and her excellent sister,* (who lovely in life were 


“Mrs. E. Rutledge. 
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‘not long separated by death) that on their tongue was the law of kind- 
‘ness, and that “to do good and to communicate” they forgot not, | 
‘might add, for other features of the wise man’s lovely portrait are 
‘equally applicable to both of them—* She looked well to the ways of 
‘« her household, and eat not the bread of idleness, Her children arise 
‘up and call her blessed. Her husband also, and he praiseth her. A 
‘« woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.” Were | to indulge 
- my feelings, and yours also; 1 might speak of devotional habits at 
‘home, of attendance at the house and table of the Lord, and of the 
‘satisfaction had in holy Communion, expressed on retiring from the 
‘Sacrament the last time it was here administered. Oh! blessed tran- 
‘sition, this Lord’s-day with the Church militant, and the next with the 
‘Church triumphant, in the holy of holies in the heavens—But | forbear.’’ 

The following extracts are from Sermons without date, and without 
the name of the individuals referred to: ** To these reflections we are 
‘naturally led by the recent death of two young members of our Church. 
‘The one, long the victim of disease, perhaps by that very circumstance 
‘still more endeared to her widowed mother, is now, we humbly trust, 
‘theinhabitant of that world, in which there is no sickness, no pain, and 
‘for which the afflictive dispensations of providence, with which it 
‘pleased him to visit her in no common measure, were happily adapted 
‘to prepare her. Associated with those beloved relatives, whose memory 
‘is justly dear to this congregation, who preceded her in the voyage of 
‘eternity, to the temple not made with hands—in holy and blissful 
‘communion with her father and ¢heiy father, with her God and their 
‘God, how greatly must she rejoice in that event which is the occasion 
‘of so much sorrow to her surviving friends! ‘The other young person, 
‘whose departure we are now mourning, appeared but lately in all the 
‘freshness and beauty of life, in the midst of prosperity, and with pros- 
‘pects as bright as earth could make them. When have the fairest 
‘hopes been more suddenly extinguished! When has disappointment 
‘been niore unexpected, and more grievous! Little did we suppose, 
‘when we beheld her, (it seems but us yesterday) at that altar sealing 
‘her vows to the Lord inthe rite of Confirmation, that the next office of 
‘the sacred ministry in which she would be special/y concerned, would 
‘be that for ‘the burial of the dead.” Little did we expect that among 
‘those who appeared before the Bishop on that occasion, death would 
‘pass by the mature and the fading, and eelect as his victim one of the 
‘youngest and the most blooming. 

“ But to what scene can we turn on this melancholy occasion, more 
‘consoling than that, to which I have just referred? We remember, we 
‘cannot but remember, with so great satisfaction, that she was of the few, 
‘alas, how few, who “remember their Creator in the days of their 
‘youth”—who not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, publicly declare in 
‘the Church, that they renounce a vain word, and are steadfastly deter- 
‘mined, in dependance on divine grace, to be on the Lord’s side. If 
‘the spirits of the departed do ever turn to the transactions of this life, 
‘which of them can afford so pleasing a retrospect as that when they de- 
‘liberately and solemnly stipulated to have no other master, than their 
‘God, to follow no other law than his holy will. May this sad event not 
‘ia yain admonish my young friends of the importance of improving 
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‘the present opportunity for preparing to meet their divine Judge, sincn 
‘the morning of life may be the whole period of probation allotted to 
‘them. And may the salutary lessons of this dispensation be IMpresse, 
‘on the hearts of every one of us. Surely there is a voice from }),.. 
‘early grave, which ought to teach all of us the precariousness of egy). 
‘ly joy; and the supreme importance of religion, which alone can {y,. 
‘nish adequate consolation under the sorrows of life, and prepare i 
‘for that blessed state in which sorrow and death are unknown: jp» 
‘ which sin and its bitter fruits can never enter.” 

“ The death of a parent, although it is an event which, according 1 
‘ the order of providence, must be expected, and for which therefore wo 
‘ are in some measure prepared, is nevertheless one of the heaviest aff. 
‘tions to which we are called in this world of many, and great sorrows 
‘How can it be otherwise? With whom have we been so long ge. 
‘quainted Who have done and suffered so much for us, our divine 
‘ Redeemer alone excepted, who of mortals have loved us so ardently, sp 
‘constantly, and with so much forbearance, as our parents? Whey 
‘they are summoned away, memory unavoidably turns to their kindness 
‘and to our own inadequate returns for it, and painful emotions fill the 
‘heart. What can comfort us, but the hope that they are happy, as 
‘they could not be in this region of sinfulness, and that we shal! mee: 
‘again in the blissful presence of their father and our father, of their 
‘Saviour and our Saviour. Such invaluable hope have those children 
‘with whom we now sympathize in the loss of their only remaining pa. 
‘rent, a worthy member of this congregation, who having lived, and 
‘died in the faith of the gospel, has entered, as we humbly trust; upon 
‘that inheritance which her blessed Saviour purchased by his Cross and 
‘ passion for all penitent believers. A penitent believer, her life as wel! 
‘as her lips declared herself to be, and she sealed the profession fre. 
‘quently at that altar, and on her death-bed, in the sacred memorials of 
‘her Saviour’s loving kindness. It was under the influence of that hope, 
‘which his religion alone can inspire, that she sustained bodily sufer- 
‘ings acute beyond description, and protracted for many months, and 
‘that she became willing to be separated from a world to which she 
‘had many ties. My brethren! Resignation under the calamities ot 
‘life, is to be acquired only in the school of the Christian. Cultivate it 
‘in season, for whatever may be your present situation, the day of trov- 
* ble will come, and you must appear at the judgment seat of Christ, with 
‘joy, if you have endeavored to do and to bear the will of God 
‘but with just and terribleapprehensins, if you have lived unmindtu 
‘of your relation as a creature, of your redemption as a sinner, and of 
‘that immortality which is the prerogative of your nature, and a blessing 
‘or a curse according to your conduct during the probation allotted to 
‘you on the earth. Soon, very soon will the sentence be passed on each 
‘one of us, of endless misery, or endless happiness. Let us often med 
‘tate on this infinitely important truth, Let us pray fervently and fre- 
* quently for grace to choose the good and the right way. Let us work 
‘out our own salvation with fear and trembling, and may God so assist 
‘us that our life may be holy; our death peaceable, and our eternily 
‘ glorious.” 











Canon VI. of Is44, 167 


46.) 


“ [t has pleased God my brethren, lately to remove from our number, 
‘;wo, whom we have been accustomed to meet in this sacred place and 
‘whom we have the satisfaction to remember, were among the guests at 
‘the table of the Lord. During a sickness, tedious and distressing in no 
ordinary degree, what, but the principles of our holy religion, could 
‘have soothed Gne of our sisters, and in the prospect of separation from 
per fatherless children, what, but the hopes of our religion could have 
‘supported the other? And under the agony of separation, what but 
‘the belief that to the departed, death was gain, and that they may meet 
‘again ina better country, could administer effectual consolation to their 
. surviving relatives and friends. We have been blessed with an unusual 
‘degree of health during the present season, and many mouths have 
‘elapsed since we have been called to mourn the removal of a fellow 
‘worshipper. But providence now forbids us to indulge a false securi- 
‘ty, and reminds us that the time must come and it cannot be distant, 
‘when our earthly privileges will pass away for ever, and our eternal 
‘condition shall be irrevocably decided. Let us be up and doing, while 
‘the day lasts, for there is no work nor device in the grave which is 
‘ready to receive us. Oh! may we choose the good part which shall 
‘not be taken from us! And may the example of our friends, departed 
‘inthe Lord, not in vain call on us to repent of our sins, and to lay hold 
‘on the rock of ages, even on Jesus Christ, who is willing and able to 
‘save unto the uttermost all those who come unto the father by him. In 
‘\ife, may we have their ineffable comfort who know in whom they have 
‘believed, and in death their hope, who are persuaded, that he, even 
‘their Redeemer, will keep that which has been committed to him— 
‘that he will guard their welfare as the apple of his eye, not merely du- 

me ‘rng this fleeting life, but during the everlasting ages. And aithat day, 
‘the final day, when he shall come to judge the world, may we know by 
happy experience, that the saints are precious in his sight, while we are 
‘called to sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, in the kingdom 
‘of heaven,” 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


CANON VI. OF 1844. 
‘No. II. 


Of a discretion to be allowed in the calling, trial, and examination of 
Deacons in certain cases. 


As often as I examine this Canon, the remark occurs to me of one of 
our delegates—that it was brought before the House of Delegates, just 
athe close of an exciting and protracted session, when the members 
were fatigued and worn out with multitude of business and agitating 
‘iscussions, and passed without that due care and deliberation its impor- 
tance demanded. 

Under a sense probably that the interests of the Church demanded 
smething of the kind, as the journals show, it was pushed forward at 
‘late hour of the session, and passed with little, if any examination of 
‘srelation to other Canons and Acts of the General Conyention. 
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Upon no other supposition—and we are glad to have even this 
can frame a charitable excuse, for its appearing in its presens 
form amung the Canons of the Church, in direct Opposition to the mg 
cision of two previous Conventions, or at least, to the godly Counsel of 
the House of Bishops in the Pastoral Letters. For, from the compari. 
son we instituted in a former article, between the provisions of this = 
other Canons, it is evident, that, ¢f 2 allows anything beyond what is om. 
vided in other Canons, so far as candidates for Orders are concerned. . 
proposes to admit to Holy Orders, unlearned men of ordinary strengt) of 
natural understanding, having no peculiar aptitude to teach, nor any large 
share of prudence. This seems to be quite contrary to the opinion of 
the House of Bishops, given in the Pastoral Letter of 1811. “We ar 
aware, that as St. Paul compared even miraculous endowments without 
charity, to “ sounding brass and tinkling cymbals,” the same may be said 
with still more evident propriety, of all possible learning, as wel! in 
theology, as in philosophy ; without that grace of God which alone cay, 
render them subservient to his glory. On the other hand, the effects of 
manifest literary deficiency in a clergyman, are too obvious to be over. 
looked. It tends to drive some of the intelligent and well informed 
members of our communion to other soczeties, who may be more atten. 
tive to the qualifications for the ministry in this respect, and to detach 
others from all religious profession, which tends to the increase of irre. 
ligion and infidelity. Jiven persons who may be but imperfectly quali. 
fied to judge of the attainments of their ministers, become alienated 
from them by their reputation for insufficiency.”’ The same Opinion is 
repeated in the Pastoral Letter of 1814. However sensible of the 
pausity of our clergy, they do not wish to add to their number by such 
persons. ‘On the contrary, we consider the discouraging of them asa 
meritorious act,in any members of our Church, who have Opportunities 
to that effect.” 

With respect to the sections, which relate to the Candidate atter Ordi- 
nation, we submit the following comparison, which we think confirms 
the opinion, that this Canon is the offspring of hasty legislation. 

Canon VI, of 1844.—§ 2. A Deacon or-| Canon XXX. of 1832.—§ 4. Provides tha: 
dained under this Canon, shall not be allowed;a Deacon shall not be instituted Rector of 
to take charge of a Parish. Parish. 


The new Canon does not prohibit his being licensed to preach. He may 
then perform all the duties, and in case of the absence, or infirmity of 
the Rector, what is to prevent his haying as much the charge of a Parish, 
as any other Deacon ? 


§ 3. In every Parish, in which a Deacon,| Canon XXXI. of 1832.—No Clergyma 
ordained under this Canon, shall officiate, he| belonging to this Church shall officiate, either 
shall be subject to the direction of the Rector|by preaching, reading prayers, or otherwise 
of the Parish, so long as therein, resident|in the Parish, or within the Parochial cure of 
and officiating with the approbation of the|another Clergyman, unless he have receive! 
Bishop. express permission for that purpose, from te 

If by this Section, it is not intended to| Minister of the Parish or cure. 
ease the Ecclesiastical Authogity of the Dio-! Every Clergyman therefore, officiating 
cese entirely of any control over the proposed|the Parish of another Clergyman, is subject 
Deacons, We cannot see what it allows that|the direction of the Rector of the Parish, © 
is not already provided for in other Canons.) long as therein officiating.” Again, 

And here we venture humbly to suggest, that} And Canon XVII, provides that “ Even 
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1946.] 


h of the evil which gave rise to this| Deacon shall be subject to the regulations of 
Canon, might be obviated, if the Bishops) the sishop"”—* of the D Ocese for which he is 
could exercise the canonical power heretofore | ordained’’—and shall “ officiate in such places 
snted them, and assign to Deacons suchlas the Bishop may direct.”’ 

ces, a3 in their wisdom may seem best, 

wherein to exercise the duties of their office ; while purchasing to themselves ‘‘a good degree.” 
{nd further, that no legislation will ever obviate the acknowledged evil, resulting from tho 
want of the proper exercise of the as office of Deacons in the Church of God,”’ so long as 
.e Bishops neglect to exercise their canonical rights and privileges. 
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, 4, A Deacon ordained under this Canon,| Canon V. of 1844.—§ 3. No Clergyman, 
Jal! not be transferable to another Diocese,|canonically under the jurisdiction of any Dio- 
without the request of the Bishop to whomjcese of this Church, shall be considered as 
» isto be transferred, given in writing to the/having passed from under said jurisdiction, 
Richop to whose jurisdiction he belongs. until the same--(letters dimissory from the 
iia Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese to 
which he belongs)—shall have been accepted 
by some other Bishop, 





The only difference between the new, and other existing Canons—on 
the subject of a Clergyman’s passing from the jurisdiction of one Bishop, 
to that of another—is simply between the “ request,”’ and “ consent” of 
the Bishop of whose Diocese he desires to become a member, 

For, according to the former Canons, when a Clergyman from one 
Diocese presents the required “ letters dimissory,” “he shall not be 
considered as having passed from under the jurisdiction of the former 
Diocese, until” said letters “have been accepted” by the Bishop to 
whom they are presented. ‘The Bishop, to say nothing of his inherent 
power, has undoubtedly the Canonical right, of receiving the applicant, 
ornot—as in his judgment may seem most conducive to interests of his 
Diocese, If it were so ordered, that Clergymen could not pass from 
the jurisdiction of one Bishop to that of another, without the request of 
the latter, it might, on occasions, save the Bishops an unpleasant exercise 
of their discretional power. On this ground it might pethaps be advo- 
cated with some show of expediency ; but otherwise, the difference be- 
tween “the request” and “ the consent” of the Bishop does not appear 
tobe of any practical importance, whether it concerns the proposed 
Deacons, or any of the Clergy. But this Section of the new Canon may 
have been introduced with the design of obviating, so far as the proposed 
Deacons are concerned, an evil, which however, from hasty legislation, 
or other lets and hindrances, it reaches not unto. For, if ministers of 
one Diocese may exercise their ministry in another Diocese, without 
having passed from under the jurisdiction of the former—and without 
the direct assent, and consent of the Bishop in whose Diocese they are 
ficiating, what would hinder the proposed Deacons from doing the 
same? Certainly nothing in the Canon under which they are made, can 
te so construed as to prevent them from going, and exercising their min- 
istry in any Diocese they might choose, and as long as they choose, so 
that they duly reported themselves to the satisfaction of the Bishop of 
the Diocese to which they canonically belong. Indeed this privilege 
is, equally with other Clergymen, granted to the proposed Deacons by 
)7th and last of the new Canon, which provides—that in all respects 
not provided for in this Canon, the Deacons who shall be ordained under 
it, shall be under the same direction and control as other Deacons. 
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On the Christian Teaching of Slaves. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON THE CHRISTAIN TEACHING OF SLAVES, 


Mr. Editor :—You are requested to publish the following list of books 
and essays, adapted to a very important subject, respecting which g 
quiry is frequently made of ministers and others. 

ZeAL AND Know epee. 


The Catechism of the Church. 

The Book of Common-Prayer. 

Bishop Porteus’ Sermon on the religious instruction of Negroes preach. 
ed before the Society for propagating the Gospel—also his Essay on 
same subject, published with other works—a copy in the Charleston 
Library. 

Bishop Wilson of Sodor & Man, a Dialogue for the instruction in Chris. 
tianity of Indian slaves, equally applicable to African. 

Rev. James Ramsay’s Essay on the Conversion of negro slaves, printed 
in 1784. He had resided 19 years inthe West Indies. 

Rights and duties of slave proprietors, a Sermon by Rev. Dr. (now 
Bishop) Freeman. 

Sermons preached on Plantations, by Rev. A. Glennie of South-Caro. 
lina, 1843. 

Sermons for Masters and Servants, on theit duties, by Rey. Thomas 
Bacon of Maryland, 1743, reprinted by Bishop Meade. 

Review of Mr. C. C. Pinckney’s Address, Gospel Messenger, 1829, 
page 350. 

A Catechism for the Unbaptized, Gospel Messenger, 1836, page 42. 

Address on the duties of a Servant, do. 1830, page 5. 

Preface to Bishop Meade’s republication of Bacon’s Sermons on duties 
of Servants, &c., Gospel Messenger, 1830, page 225. 

Tracts respecting the Christianizing of Slaves, Gospe) Messenger, 1831, 
page 232, 

Considerations respecting the Christianizing of Slaves, Gospel Messen- 
ger, 1831, page 270. 

Essay on the life of Bishop Dehon, Gospel Messenger, pages 143 and 
198. 

Practical Considerations on the religious teaching of Slaves, a pampliet 
by the late Rev. Dr. Dalcho. 

A familiar exposition of the Church Catechism, compiled by the Bishop 
and Clergy of South-Carolina, 1826. 

Explanation of the same, published by order of the Convention of the 
Diocese of South-Carolina, for the use of the Teachers of persons 
of color, 1837. 

Catechism by Bishop Ives. 

Church Catechism, broken into short questions. 

Catechism No, 1. a Scripture Catechism. 

Easy Questions, answered in Scripture words, by Mrs. Sherwood. 

Beavens’ help to Catechizing. 

Questions on the book of Common-Prayer. 

Short prayers with select ejaculations. 
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The five or six last named, are set forth by the Protestant Episcopal 
Sunday School Union. . 

Watts’ Divine and Moral Songs—with Questions, prepared by a Pres- 
pyter of South-Carolina ; published by A. E. Miller, 1843. 

Gastrell’s Institutes, or the abridgment of it by our Sunday School 


Union. 
et eG 0 800000 —— 
NOTICES OF NEW PUBLCATIONS. 


Discourses on Romanism and Dissent, by Wm. Dodsworth, A. M.— 
These very instructive, and seasonable discourses, eight in number, were 
noticed in our number for July, when we received briefly the first four 
of them. We cannot recommend them more effectually than by ex- 
tracts which will profit the readers even if they do not induce the read- 
ing of the whole book. 

The 5th Sermon is “ on the state of the dead and the resurrection,” 
and who will not be consoled and profited by this question. ‘* The uni- 
ties which St. Paul enumerates in the fourth chapter of the Epistle to 
the Ephesians extend to the departed members of the Church, as well 
as to those still inthe flesh. They are still one with us in spirit, and in 
hope, and in faith, and in baptism, and in the Lord, and in God the 
Father. The early Christian writers delighted much in the contempla- 
tion of this union; an instance of which, at once most striking and most 
beautiful we possess in that very ancient hymn of praise which we call 
the Te Deum. The joys of the departed,if more perfect and intense, 
as they are certainly more free from alloy and interruption, are still the 
same as our joys, and their hopes are identical with ours; for they also 
“wait for the adoption, to wit: the redemption of the body ;” and they 
without us shall not be made perfect both in body and soul. There is 
something most pleasing and consolatory in these contemplations ;— 
something which seems to unite us in the closest bonds to those who are 
gone before us, which preserves between us a mutual interest and rela- 
tionship, and brings heaven and earth together.” . . “ It is not for- 
bidden us to weep under the separation from those dear to us; it is not 
forbidden us, but expressly allowed, as in the text, that we should look 
forward with hope to the joy of re-union. Yet there is a danger of this 
degenerating into a kind of idolatry ; there isa danger that re-union to 
the object which death hath torn from us should occupy the chief and 
almost exclusive place in our thoughts. Now, the best safeguard 
against this is to identify, as the Scripture does, our individual joy with 
the joy of the whole Church—nay, with the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself; to connect with the thought of re-union to the departed, 
the consummated blessedness of all the saints, the completion of the 
body of Christ, and his perfect and manifested glory through the uni- 
verse, This, without lessening the joy which more immediately be- 
‘ongs to ourselves, will enlarge the mind—will lead to a generous and 
ennobling sympathy. Christ will still be the centre and substance of 
our hope, even as he is of our faith; and we shall be unable to disunite 
what we long for as conducive to our own happiness. from that which 
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tends to his glory and the good of allcreation. While we look for them 
that sleep in Jesus whom God will bring with him, we shall look also 
nay, chiefly and above all, for Jesus himself, when he shall come to be 
glorified iu his saints, and to be admired of all them that believe ,... « in 
that day,” and “ when the creature itself also shall be delivered from 
the bondage ot corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God?” . . Onthe “Sacrament of Baptism” our author remarks. 
“It is certainly most surprising that any one can call in question the 
fact, that she holds the efficacy of Christian baptism. By adopting the 
Nicene Creed into her formularies, she calls upon her members to pro- 
fess their belief in ‘ one baptism for the remission of sins.” In her bap. 
tismal service she adopts such language as this: “ We call upon thee 
for this person, or this infant, that he, coming to thy holy baptism, may 
receive remission of his sins by spiritual regeneration.” — “ Sanctify this 
water to the mystical washing away of sin ;” and after baptism, “ We 
yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful Father, that it hath pleased thee 
to regenerate this infant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for thine 
own child by adoption, and to incorporate him into thy holy Church.” 
Consistently with this, in her Catechism she teaches every one of ber 
baptised children to say, ‘“‘ My baptism, wherein I was made a member 
of Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven;” 
and asserts, that ‘‘the inward and spiritual grace” of baptismis “a 
death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness ; for being by nature 
born in sin, and the children of wrath, we are hereby made the children 
of grace.” 

Such, then, is clearly the doctrine of the Church of England. She 
teaches her members to look back to their baptism as the instrument 
whereby they were grafted into Christ, and began to receive from him 
the element of a new and spiritual life: not only as a badge and token 
of our Christian profession, but rather as “a sure witness and effectual 
sign of grace, and of God’s good will toward us, by the which he doth 
work invisibly in us, and doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and 
confirm our faith in him.” . , “Itis her doctrine, then, not that re- 
generation accompanies baptism in all cases, merely ex opere operato ; 
but only where, in the case of adults, there is the presence of actual 
repentance and faith; and in the case of infants, where there is the 
promise of them. Such infants she considers entitled to make this prom- 
ise, and so to enjoy this blessed privilege, as are either born within her 
pale, of Christian parents, or who, in respect of their Christian professn, 
are adopted by Christians in communion with the Church, who become 
their sponsors; thus providing, so far as she is able, that they shall 
be brought up “and lead the rest of their life according to this be 
ginning.” 

Such baptism she ever regards as efficacious to the cleansing away of 
sin, to justification, to the implanting ot a newlife, to the illumination of 
the Spirit, to adoption into God’s family. to heirship of the kingdom o! 
heaven.” . . On the “holy eucharist’” we are taught: “ It is impor 
tant to observe, that the Apostle does not say, “the cup of blessing 
which we drink, and the bread which we eat,” are the communion 0 
the blood and the communion of the body of Christ ; but, “ the cup o 
blessing which we dless, and the bread which we break ; clearly mtims- 
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ting, that through the consecration of the elements to that special end, 
they are made vehicles of grace to the faithful. . ¢ From the de- 
cisive text 1 Philip. 37, on the duty of Members of the Church of Eng- 
land we quote: “* In order to obey the injunction in the text, you must 
refrain from ever sanctioning by your presence the assemblies of those 
whose standing is one of rebellion against the Lord and his Church. If 
schism be a sin, then to be present where it is practised cannot be without 
culpability. And we know who has taught us that we are to measure 
sin pot merely by the greatness of its own character, but by the wilful- 
ness of its commission, ‘* Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” Besides, nothing can justify us 
in running into temptation. Remember that to the last we carry about 
with us a corrupt nature, whose tendency is always to evil; and that we 
can only be safe, while, committing ourselves to God’s keeping, we 
watch against the most distant approach to sin.” 

Bishop White Prayer-Book Society, the 13th Report, 1846.—The re- 
ports of this appropriate and very useful Society are peculiarly interest- 
ing, for besides the facts which they embody, they are treatises concise, 
but comprehensive, in vindication and recommendation of the Book of 
Common Prayer, and full of information, instructive, not to the mass of 
readers only, but to the most intelligent and enlightened. ‘The one be- 
fore us, for example, adverts to what wonld have escaped an ordinary 
mind viz: “the soothing tendency of it” we quote, “ When by a free 
access to, and searching examination of, the contents of the Book of 
Common Prayer, our Christian brethren recognize the unapproachable 
elevatioa to which our Church has raised the inspired Scriptures ; when 
they discover that the glory of the Liturgy consists in its being the per- 
fect reflector of the truth as it isin Jesus; and that it challenges the 
veneration of churchmen because it propounds the doctrines of revela- 
tion “in the clearest, pla‘nest, most affecting and majestic manner,” it 
cannot fail that their excited feelings will be soothed ; and that, in pro- 
cess of time, a portion of our attachment to the Prayer Book will be sub- 
stituted.” . . “ There is no serious disciple of Christ but yearns for 
the fulfilment of his Master’s prayer “ that they all may be one.” | There 
is no true churchman but sy:npathises with the spirit of these quaint yet 
heart-penetrating words of the Homily : 

“St. Paul could not abide to hear among the Corinthians these words 
of discord or dissension, I hold of Paul, lof Cephasand I of Apollos : 
what would he then say if he heard these words of contention which be 
now almost in every man’s mouth? He isa Pharisee, he is a gospeller ; 
he is of the new sort; he is of the old faith; he is a new broached 
brother, he is a good catholic father; he is a papist, he is an heretic. O 
howthe Church is divided! O how the cities be cut and mangled! O 
how the coat of Christ, that was without seam, is allso rent andtorn! O 
body mystical of Christ, where is that holy and happy uuity, out of the 
which whosoever is, he is not in Christ? If one member be pulled from 
another, where is the body? If the body be drawn from the head, 
where is the life of the body? We cannot be joined to Christ our head, 
éxcept we be glued with concord and charity one toanother.” . . . 
Bishop White remarked of it, “It was a favorite object with those who 
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reformed the worship of the Church of England, to distinguish betwee, 
the seraphic devotions of the purer times and the corruptions mixe, 
with them: and to present the former to the Church with others of 
their own inditing : the effusions of a piety, which conducted some ,y 
them through a glorious martyrdom.” 

We are glad to notice that Mr. A. E. Miller, has been appointed on. 
of the agents for this Society and “the Board trust that Churchmen, jy 
these portions of the country, will manifest their interest in the distriby. 
tion of the Prayer Book, by encouraging these agencies, to the greater 
efficiency of the Society.” 

The Young Churchman’s Miscellany for July 1846.—This is a monthly 
which merits a wide circulation, and we regret it is so limited. Mature 
and aged, and not young Churchmen only may read it with profit and 
pleasure. The subjects are diversified and all of them treated inteljj. 
gently and with sufficient fulness in polished style and elegance of dic. 
tion. We quote the conclusion: ‘ It will require of us to say, what we 
do most decidedly, that we see not how any one can love and adore the 
Divine Redeemer without being earnestly desirous for the soul’s wel- 
fare of others, without striving as far as he or she may, to spread abroad 
the knowledge of His truth to the ends of theearth.” . . “Inall or 
nearly all the dioceses there are missionary societies for spreading the 
gospel among the destitute within their own limits, a duty of first im- 
portance, which we conceive it would be as wrong to neglect as it 
would be for a parent to deprive his own child of bread to supply the 
demands of a stranger. These by no means ought to be suffered to 
languish as they do in every Diocese in the Church.” 

A. E. Miller, is Agent, and can supply subscribers with all the Nos, 
published.—Price $1,50 per annum. 

“ Lyra Innocentium: Thoughts in verse on Christian children, their 
ways, and their privileges.”’—We have much pleasure in recommending 
to the favourable notice of our readers a new volume of Church poetry, 
by the autbor of the Christian Year. Those by whom Keble is already 
known and loved will welcome the Lyra Innocentium with something 
of the feeling with which 


‘‘ For some dear, familiar strain, 
Untired we ask, and ask again,”’ 


Thoroughly imbued with the teaching of the Church, our author looks 
upon every thing through the same holy medium—and the child’s first 
smile, its frolic mirth, its April tears, all speak of Him, 


“Who taught the pure and even breath, 
To come and go, with such sweet grace.” 


Although but recently published in England, Messrs. Wiley and Putnam 
have already issued a beautiful edition from their press, and also a0- 
other in a cheaper form; so that we may hope it will soon be in the 
hands of every Christian mother; and its cradle songs be heard by 
every Churchman’s fireside—for 





On Regeneration. 


“ Much we need a loving spell, 
To scare away the powers unclean and fell, 
Whom we too oft have tempted nigh, 
To bind our burden, dim our upward eye. 
Thou from the Font, art fresh and undefiled, 
Oh surely, happy child, 
Move than angelic power is where thou art, 
More than angelic love, to melt the cold, dry heart.’’ 
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SELECTIONS. 


From the Church Times. 
ON REGENERATION. 


It is not to be doubted that the word regeneration is used in different 
senses. The Puritan gives it one meaning—our prayer book uniformly 
requires us to give to it quite another. But little mischief would result 
to the Church from this difference, if Churchmen were not sometimes 
partial to the Puritans’ meaning of this word, and by using it in the 
Pyritans’ sense, often mislead our members. 

Of this class is the Rev. G. S. Faber, who has given to the Church 
many valuable works. In his treatise on Justification he says, “ when 
we were, both of us, much younger men, when probably we might not 
attend so closely to definitions as we do at present, Bishop Bethal and 
myself had a sort of little controversy, on the subject of regeneration, 
and I shrewdly suspect, that we ¢hen mutually entertained a somewhat 
formidable opinion of each other. That vitally necessary moral change 
of disposition, which I have been accustomed to style regeneration, 
Bishop B. would exclusively designate by the name of conversion, while 
the term regeneration he would confine to the sense of a federal change 
of relative condition. His lordship’s nomenclature being thus definite- 
ly specified, he predicates of conversion precisely what | had predica- 
ted of regeneration, namely, that according to God’s good pleasure, it 
may take place either before Baptism, or «n Baptism, or after Baptism. 
Hence, I apprehend there is no difference between us as to the thing ; 
we differ only in respect to the mame. For precisely what I say of re- 
ceneration, the bishop says of conversion. 

lt is evident from this, that Faber could comprehend the meaning of 
bis opponent, which cannot be said of very many of those who use the 
word regeneration in the Puritans’ sense. But few of the latter will 
allow that those who use the word regeneration in the prayer book 
sense, require any other change than that which takes place im Baptism ; 
itis charged that they all deny the ¢heng, if they venture to express it 
iy any other word than that of regeneration. Strange delusion. Yet 
it furnishes proof that a man may believe his own lie. 

Faber then remarks, that in favor of his nomenclature, the bishop 
claims “the early Church ;” he, on the other hand, supposes that some 
of the early writers gave to the word regeneration, the same meaning 
that he (Faber) does. In this he may be mistaken; but granting that 
Ne is correct, still as the Church, in its offices, has given to the word a 
particular meaning, all Churchmen ought to give it that meaning, taking 
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care of course to find words or phrases which will express and evin 

the necessity of all being accomplished in the sinner, which Faber a 
is necessary, when he discourses about regeneration. Such contrens 
sies would not take place so frequently, if there were not so many ” 
are contending for contention’s sake, and who delight to revile and ma. 
represent all who choose not to be of their school, and obedient to their 
will. Men who desire pre-eminence love to produce strife even jy the 
Charch, and oh! to what lengths they will go, pretending all the while 
to be seeking only the glory of God, and the good of His Church, 


——@——_—_ 


From the Churchman and Edinburgh Observer. 
CONVERSION. 


Mr. Editor :—In my last letter I stated some plain reasons why s0. 
ber-minded Christians should look with extreme suspicion upon that 
‘*change” which Dissenters call “ conversion.” These reasons, as the 
reader will have perceived, were deduced from the attendant circym. 
stances, from the means used, and the consequences ensuing. 

I left then untouched the nature of that “change.” I professed my 
belief that it is a “‘ real and specific change,” and yet one which is so 
far from being regeneration, or the work of the Spirit, that it is exely. 
sively a mental change, which can be produced mechanically. Let me 
not be misunderstood ;—I consider that there is a true and real conver. 
sion and subjection of the heart of man,—that is, his will, conscience, 
and affections to God; and wherever man is so subjected there he is 
converted, whatsoever have been the circumstances ; whether, as in the 
case of Augustine, it have come in great agony of mind and body, or, as 
in the case of others, in calmness and quietness, However and by what 
means that state have been reached, when it is reached, then is the man 
a “converted” man. WhatlI contend for is this, that there is another 
state whose initiative is a specific mental or metaphysical change that 
has invariably certain characters, and is invariably produced by certain 
means, and that this is now preached and produced as “ conversion” 
whenever the symptoms which belong to it are discovered. This, | 
conceived, may be seen from the nature of man’s mind, and from the 
facts of history. 

It will be necessary, first, to lay out clearly and distinctly the facts 
and characters which belong in common to this change, or, as it is 
called, “ conversion,” 

First, it is wholly internal, having no connexion with, or dependence 
upon, doctrine (1), sect, or Church. (2.) 

Secondly. It is preceded by great agony, both of mind and body, the 
cessation of which marks the moment of the change. 

Thirdly. The change itself is considered to be the direct and sensi- 
ble contract, without any intervening medium, of God with the soul, or 
an immediately perceptible operation of the Spirit. (3.) 

Fourthly. Because of this the individual has a positive and absolute 
certainty as to his state and position; and this feeling is henceforth the 
strongest evidence as to his continuance in that position,—an evidence 
the seeming strength of which, in his opinion, renders useless and unne- 
cessary all outward evidence whatsoever. 
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Fifthly. Through the whole process there is invariably a sense or 
feeling that the person has got beyond his own power, and is actuated 
sresistibly by a will other than his own. (4.) 

These are the characters that belong to it, very fully and fairly speci- 
sed, Iconceive ; and in view of them | say that there is achange wholly 
mental that is not true conversion, and yet has all these characters. 

They that hold to the opinion that the change characterized by these 
marks is true conversion, interpret them in this way :—Because of the 
érst it is called “spiritual” in opposition to “formal.” The second 
mark is sometimes considered to be “ repentance”’ or “ sorrow for sin,”’ 
or it is called “conviction,” or else, more poetically, it is termed the 
“ pangs Or agonies of the new birth. The absolute certainty the indi- 
vidual has, or seems to have, of his position, is called very coolly “ jus- 
tification by faith,” as the “ inward feeling upon which they rely “ is 
the witness of the Spirit,” and the sense of coercion by another will 
than our own is the “ power of God unto salvation.” Brave theology 
this, if the internal facts and feelings are indeed the realities whose 
scriptural names we apply to them; but if it be not so, where are we 
then? Indian Brahmins, it seems to me, have felt the same symptoms, 
and called them by other names. 

Having thus plainly marked out the characters which belong to it, I 
shall proceed to show in the mind of man the probability of a change 
which I conceive isthe same. In order to do this, it will be necessary, 
first, to consider the nature of the mind itself with regard to the objects 
of its contemplation. Each can see that in reference to this, these ob- 
jects are divided into two classes,—the world of sensible things without 
us,and the world of thought, feeling, and emotion within us. And ac- 
cordingly as the mind of man is more occupied with the one or the other, 
so it is named; that mind that is mainly turned upon “ objects’ without 
is called “ objective,” that which makes itself inwardly the “ subject” of 
thought is called “ subjective,” 

The mass of men are objective. God, in his providence, has been 
pleased to render the outward world palpable and plain to us,—to cause 
itto strike our senses with a thousand immediate impressions, which 
we cannot avoid, and thus to force upon us the consideration of it mo- 
mently ; whereas the direct knowledge of our own being he has hidden 
irom us, permitting us to discern the soul only by its operations, while he 
could most undoubtedly have rendered it as immediately perceptible as 
atree isto the sense of sight, if it had seemed good to him. And not 
only so, but he has implanted in the mind of man naturally an aversion to 
lf-introspection (5), or the turning of his mind inwardly upon itself. 
Philosophers have complained bitterly of this. (6.) For my part, being 
a Christian, and not a philosopher, [ do not complain. For not in the 
facts and phenomena of my own mind internally, but without me, do I 
see all the sources and fountains of religion unto man. These are just 
a much external as are the objects of visible nature. God, the Church, 
the Atonement, the Incarnation, the Remission of Sins, Baptism, the 
Eucharist, Wisdom, Power, Mercy, Goodness, Truth,—all these are 
“netly without me, and if I know human nature aright, not one of these 
ideas could have been brought to my knowledge by the most rigid in- 
‘ospection, I see, too, that the Christian character, by our Lord, is 
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noted as childlike; that the very essence of this character js « b. 
jectivity ;” and I myself, from my own experience, have known ‘in 
whese apprehension of the Gospel was that of childlike Obedience ; 
the law of our Lord, and them | have seen more like the Christian form 
and Christian character than those whom I have likewise known who 
were subjective,—habitually turning inwardly for “ experiences ” 
“ feelings,” “ proofs of grace,” and “ evidences of the Spirit.” 

And this is invariably the character with those so “ converted ” they 
are invariably “subjective” in the highest degree, whatever they may 
have been before. ‘The change of the mind from “ objectivity,” with 
respect to religious truth, to “ subjectivity,”—this is the change, | con. 
ceive, called conversion. 

This opinion, that the ‘ objective” mind is naturally irreligious, ang 
that to turn the mind inwardly upon itself is to make it religious, is 
very old notion indeed. Such a persuasion is visible among Brahmins 
and Buddhists, among philosophers of ancient Greece and Christin 
mystics of al] kinds, in all ages, Here, then, is a belief, the foundation 
of a persuasion, held almost as strongly as if it were a dogma. The 
question, then, at once comes up, Is there any way whereby this change 
so desirable can be effected, and the mind of man be so changed, that, 
having been turned to outward things and ruled by them, it shall be 
turned to inward things and therefore free ? And here, upon this point, 
I find men in all ages, Christian as well as heathen, attesting the possi- 
bility of such a change, and attributing to it, when once it has been ef- 
fected, precisely these same characters which I have noted. (7.) 

Another peculiarity which characterizes this system of opinion and 
persuasion universally is, that the actual being of such a state, vast as 
are the spiritual advantages attributed to it, is produced by means par- 
tially mechanical and physical,—a circumstance which is also manifest 
in the modern operations of the sort. In fact, strange to say, there isa 
receipt for regeneration, having the same ingredients among all fanatics. 
The first is the set and fixed exclusion of all external and “ objective” 
thoughts from the mind. ‘The second is the filling the mind with one 
thought, and keeping it so fixed for a continuous length of time. The 
third is that introversion of thought which I have noted as so difficult a 
thing. ‘These three are the universal means employed in producing the 
state alluded to. And I believe that whoever considers the state of the 
mind for a length of time at a camp meeting or revival, filled with one 
horrid idea of the terror of hell,—the anxious inward searching into self 
that is enjoined upon them,—the contempt poured upon all “objective” 
religion,—all that depends upon the law, upon duty or morality, will see 
that the means are yet the same. 

However, my reader may wish for some proof beyond my own asset 
tion. I shall give him, therefore, a recipe which, if he try, will | be- 
lieve, convert him, if it does not make him crazy. (8.) 

Here, then, is the recipe of William Law, first a pious and prudent 
Presbyter of the English Church, and afterward an amiable mystic, 
which it will be seen holds the same elements. 

“ Retire from the world and from all conversation only one month— 
Neither read, write, nor debate anything with yourself in private. >? 
all the former workings of your heart and mind, and with all the strengt? 


’ 
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of your heart stand this month as continually as you can in this prayer 
g short prayer of two or three lines is here inserted), reject every 
thought but that of wishing and praying in this manner as continually as 
you can from the bottom of your heart, with such truth and earnestness 
as people in torments desire to be delivered,” Xe. | Here the same ele- 
ments are to be seen, evidently mechanical, not spiritual. 

Now, sir, I see among fanatics and mystics of all ages a eertain pro- 
cess whose elements I can distinguish, and see them not to be spiritual. 
I then see, in like manner, certain definite and precise feelings uniform- 
ly described as the results of their internal experience by those who 
have gone through the prescribed process, and these in all cases fasten- 
ing themselves to the religion of the country or of the person, and de- 
manding to be called by names belonging to it. I turn, then, to our own 
country, and see these means producing these results, and the preachers 
and subjects of them calling them “ regeneration and the new birth.” 
And then 1 look at the persons and see that they bave become in the 
highest degree “ subjective,” making “self” the rule of all religion, 
and despising all religious truths except those of their own consciousness 
and their own feelings. What conclusion am Ito come to? This— 
that there is a mental change, a violent and forcible change of the mind 
from objective to subjective, which in all ages, can be brought about by 
the same means, and always produces the same results, which in these 
latter days is preached and set forth by mistake as the true “ work of 
God” and “ regeneration,” and is serviceable to those to whom “ sub- 
ectivity” in religion is so, but to no more, 

' The above is a mere sketch. Yet believe it holds the truth upon a 
very curious subject. It might, with great profit to the Church, be ex- 
panded into a volume of very great interest indeed, by one who had the 
advantages of leisure and a library, but these the writer has not, 

W. A. 








(1.) [have myself known Arians, Pelagians, and Socinians, who had been “ converted,’’ and 
then, being just what they were before,—that is, rank heretics, were still converted men 

(2.) This change being internal, and being considered the o ily means of “ saving grace,”’ 
necessarily cuts away all outward means, The Church, the Ministry, Baptism, the Eucharist, 
—al! these as means of grace it makes void and utterly denies. In fact, to those who preach 
this change, or who have been the subjects of it, if we speak of any of these subjects we 
vem, as it were, to attempt conversing with men who babble in their sleep. The character 
of the state in which they are placed makes void our words 

(3.) Herein lies the evil root, in the thought of spiritual things becoming pereeptible te 
sense, thus making void the character of * spiritual things,” that they are impalpable to the 
senses, and be known only in their work. 

(4.) [ believe there is hardly a case of this spurious conversion in which this sense or 
feeling of being actuated by another will than the person’s own does not occur. Very odd 
consequences, indeed follow from it, and very curiously is it interpreted. The symptom, 
however, is one common to all nervous diseases, in which the disease is generally half-volun- 
tary and half-involuntary. And in cases of insanity, | have been told by a person who was 
very conversant with them, that there is hardly one in which this feeling does not stand forth 
very prominently. 

(9.) L use this word rather than self-examination, for the y imply different things. The one 
is the Christian duty of examining thoughts, actions, and words, by the outward law of God ; 
te other is the turning of the mind inwardly upon itself for the discovery of phenomena. 

(6.) See the Introduction to Locke’s Essay. 

_ (?.) For proof of this see article “ Plotinus’’ in Bay le’s D ctionary Account of Persian 
Sooties in Wolfe’s Missionary Travels, Simeon of Xerocercia in Dupin, Account of Bourignon 
in Leslie’s Works, George Fox's Journal, Life of Wesley by Southey ;=all these have pre- 
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cisely the same notion as to the facts of the internal change, but each of them names jt ; 

cording to his peculiar scheme. I believe that, taking the characters I have laid out as ve 
liar, we could go through these characters in them all, and in all see a differen: ao nd 
plied toeach. Let us take an instance: that notion of “ the perceptible contact of the a 
with Deity” may be seen in the opinions of the under mentioned, and in each it js called by 


a different name. With the Brahmin it is “‘ Union with Brahma; with Plotinus of Alexas 
dria, *‘ Fruition of God;” the Buddhist, “ Nirupon or absorption in God;’’ the Monk 4 


Athos, “‘ Perception of the Light of Tabor ;”’ Fox, the “ Rising of the Christ within” 
Bourignon, the “ Illapse of God;”" modern trauscendentalists, “ the one becoming the q)). 
and Wesley, ‘ the sensible work of the new birth;”—all these names characterizing one and 
the same internal movement of the mind ' 

(8.) “1 do not hold it at all unlikely that perpetual intenseness of thought may have diy 
ordered my brother. 1 have been told that the Quakers introversion of thought has end, 
in madness. Itis a studious stopping of every thought as fast as it arises in order 4, 
receive the Spirit.”—Samuel Wesley of his brother John. Southey’s Life of Wesle; 
page 164, ; 


- 


From the Banner of the Cross. 
ADMITTING DISSENTERS TO COMMUNION. 
PUBLISHED BY REQUEST. 


Is the Communion of our Church open to the members of the denon. 
nations around us ? 

So it would seem; if in exposition of the views of our Church we 
may refer to the practice of those of her clergy, who, in administering 
the Lord’s Supper publicly, invite to it the persons in question, Or, if 
we look to others, who make no objection to their attendance, we may 
infer that at all events no principle is abandoned by their admission, 
While again there are some who will say to us that though on the whole 
they would prefer that such persons should stay away, they doubt, if not 
the right, yet the expediency of excluding them. Indeed the general 
impression, within and beyond the pale of our Church, would appear to 
be, that access to the Holy Table is free to all who elsewhere are com- 
municants iv good standing. 

But is there really room for this diversity of opinions and practice, o: 
ground for the prevalent impression ! 

And has the Church given us no rule for our guidance? Let us turn 
to her Communion Office. We there read that “ at the time of its cele- 
bration” the Priest shall bid those to come in faith to this Holy Sacra- 
ment, who “do truly and earnestly repent, are in love and charity, and 
intend to lead anew life.” And hence the common inference has been 
that all, who are possessed of these inward graces and holy purposes, 
are warranted in drawing near, forthwith. Again, because in a previ- 
ous exhortation the minister announces the intended administration of 
this most comfortable Sacrament “ to all such as shall be religiously and 
devoutly disposed,” therefore whosoever so thinks himself, or is so repu- 
ted in his “ society” or ‘‘ connexion,” is at liberty to partake. 

But ere we agree to the soundness of these interpretations, it may be 
well for us to ascertain whether we have in the passage just quoted 
definition of all the things required in those who would partake, 0 
whether our Church is not thus exhorting to the inward and spiritual 
qualifications, without which, none, however otherwise prepared, cat 
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srtake worthily. If the former be the meaning, then whoever they be 

‘hat are right in heart, and intend to be so in future in conduct, may ap- 
roach, Whether or no they have complied with any ove of the outward 
ordinances of the gospel. Che unbaptized, as well as the pious of 
other communions, may on this supposition be admitted. And thus not 
only the previous requirements and rubrics in this office be rendered 
superfluous, but all that we find in the Catechism and Confirmation Office 
respecting positive Institutions be made virtually of none effect, 

Hence, in avoidance of so sweeping an abrogation, the passages above- 
mentioned we must take to be on the presumption that the persons 
there addressed have complied with the previous requirements of the 
Church, and are only in need accordingly of being stirred up by way of 
remembrance. In truth, there is confessedly no other sound rule in 
interpreting the word either of Christ or of His Church, than that their 
teachings be taken, not in detached parts, but collectively—else the 
wildest notions may be fathered on both. Abiding by this rule in the 
present instance, our doubts may be set at rest by the Rubric at the end 
of the “ Order for Confirmation :” ‘‘ There shall be none admitted to 
the Holy Communion, until such time as he be confirmed, or be ready 
and desirous to be confirmed.” This prohibition is surely positive 
enough, and as plain as words can make it, requiring, if not actual com- 
pliance, then a fitness and a wish on the part of all. It leaves appavently 
no discretion to our clergy in insisting on, at least the promise of con- 
formity to the apostolic institution, ere they admit to the highest of 
earthly privileges those even who were duly received in baptism into 
our own household of faith, and have ever since been growing up under 
our own eye, in the nurture of the Church’s admirable system. Neither 
can its application be limited to such: for apart from the manifest incon- 
sistency of opening the door more freely to those of whose meetness we 
generally have not so clear evidence, and less ample security, the history 
of this Rubric gives proof that it was designed and understood to have 
in view strangers seeking admission to, as well as persons claiming a 
participation in, “the children’s bread.’’ Else were there no reason for 
the insertion of the latter clause, in especial concession to the request of 
those Puritans (see Shepherd, in bishop Brownell on the Common 
Prayer) towards whom the Church of England was content to relax, in 
so far, the strictness of primitive requirement: in order, surely, not that 
they might be encouraged to continue in separation, but that there might 
be no needless delay in the way of those who were prepared or desirous 
toreturn toher bosom. Accordingly we find, that, having thus opened 
the door for such return as widely as was safe, that Church in her Con- 
vocation of 1604, did not hesitate to pass a Canon (the 27th) enjoining 
ov pain of suspension, that “ schismatics” should “ not be admitted to 
the Communion” by any minister. 

And what then is the rule for our clergy in such cases? True! for 
usthis Canon is of no other use than as a clue to the design of the Ru- 
bric. But is not the Rubric binding and sufficient? Soit seems to the 
present writer, and without presuming to do more than speak for him- 
self} he must express his convictions that the diversity, which was re- 
marked at the outset, could scarcely have gained ground among us, had 
the plain words of this prohibition been attended to, without regard to 
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aught else than the vows of our ordination offices. Nor can he },) 
hoping that a revival of attention to it will rectify the anomaly, whic P 
opens the chvicest of the Church’s treasures not only as readily, by 
more so, to those who are living in disregard of her voice, than to , a 
own spiritual offspring. 

“Tt is not our table,” say some, “ but His; and though we may ny 

countenance unauthorized ministrations by partaking with Dissenters 
they may come for a blessing where we are dispensing ; He of His free 
grace may overlook their error in view of their sincerity.” And far }, 
it from the present writer to say that He will not. Yet so he may whee 
they are partaking in their own houses of prayer—though it by no 
meuns follows that He will be equally gracious to us were we to go there 
too. But neither may He, if we forget that while the Table “truly ig 
His, and the grace too is at His disposal, we, as “ stewards of His map. 
fold mysteries,” are restrained in our offers of its outward symbols to 
those only who “enter in at the door” and draw near by the ~ojd 
yaths”’ of apostolic appointment. And well may we doubt whether we 
shall be found faithful, if in amiable concessions to prevailing error, o; 
from mistaken ideas of policy, we tempt the members of our Church ty 
tamper with heresy and schism by showing them practically that those, 
who are living habitually, however unconsciously, in such a state, are 
nevertheless not thereby disqualifie ‘d for the most precious of the means 
of grace, but may kneel as if in Church-fellowship side by side with the 
most exemplary of our own flocks. ‘ But what,” it may be asked, “; 
the practical tendency of these remarks?” “ and how is our admitted 
laxity about this matter to be remedied?” Certainly not by any hasty 
measures ; and least of all, by refusing the sacred symbols at the time of 
their distribution to those who come up, though uninvited, yet unwarmed 
in the midst of our own flock—for this would be to visit on the innocent, 
the blame of our own remissness. Nor is it seen how the evil at so 
late a stage of it can be arrested, unless by the re-enacting of the Eng. 
lish Rubric, which enjoins that “so many as intend to be partakers of 
the Holy Communion shall signify their names to the curate, at least 
some time the day before.” 

Meanwhile, however, it may be that much can be done by candid and 
kind explanations i in the course of pastoral instructions: and especial ly 
on occasions of private communion, At such times, it may be possibie 
to show that in closing the door of Church-fellowship against indiscrimi- 
nate entrance, we are far from implying that those thus excluded may 
not be welcomed with us, perhaps before us ; at the “ Marriage Sup per 
of the Lamb’’—or that though the kindness of Him, whose “ grace is 
with all those that love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity,”’ the sins of 
their fathers in going out from us may not be visited upon those, whose 
misfortune rather than whose fault it is that being born and bred in ig- 
norance and error, they are slow to see, and to hasten into, the outstretci- 
ed arms of the Spouse of Christ, who would fain fold them again in her 
maternal embrace, and “ present them ev ery one faultless before the 
presence of His glory with exceeding joy.” 

A Sournern PReEsBYTER. 
March 5th, 1844. 
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REAL DANGER OF THE CHURCH. 


The Rev. Mr. Gresley, of England, has published a pamphlet, enti- 
‘led “ Real Danger of the Chureh of Mngland.” He maintains that 
what the Church has more to fear at present is, not Romanism but Pu- 
ritanism—not efforts to bring her back to the embrace of the Pope, but 
attempts to reduce her toa level with Geneva. The following para- 
graph defines his position : mee im 

« The principal evil is, the existence, within the Ministry, of a body of 
active intriguing men who are Dissenters at heart, and have no fellow- 
feeling with their brethren in the Church; who dislike and impede our 
services, deny our fundamental doctrines, assail and undermine our an- 
cient institutions. Such persons ought not to have the power of mis- 
chief which they possess,” 

“There is a prevailing impression, and not without apparent cause, 
that our rulers are unduly partial in this matter; there is a deep feeling 
of dissatisfaction in regard to the one-sided justice that is administered. 
Men who once or twice in their lives sign the Articles in a non-natural 
sense are stigmatized as disingenuous, and pointed at as Jesuits ; while 
those who, week after week, administer the Sacrament of holy baptism 
and teach the catechism in a non-natural sense, remain unblamed. If 
auy preach the doctrine of purgatory or transubstantiation, they are 
quickly called to account; and no Anglican will deny that they ought to 
be so; what we complain of is, that others are allowed to deny the doc- 
trine of baptismal regeneration, and other undoubted ductrines of the 
English Church, with perfect impunity. This it is, which appears to us 
so inconsistent and unjust. If a clergyman of the Church of England 
associates, with Romish priests, or pays a visit toa Popish college, he is 
denounced as a Romaniser; but others join themselves to an “ KE vangel- 
ical Alliance,” consisting of all denominations of Dissenting teachers 
without let or hindrance. Bishops and their Chaplains are careful to 
detect and exclude from the ministry candidates of Romanising views, 
but take little or no heed of such as hold Dissenting doctrines. 

“ But even this is not a full statement of the partiality complained of. 
This discouragement of the rulers of the Church is not confined to Ro- 
manisers only, but is extended to those who most strictly hold the doc- 
trines of the English Church : while, on the other haud, those who deny 
her doctrines and debase her services are comparatively countenanced, 
or certainly not interfered with. A strict Anglican, one who has not the 
smallest wish to join the Church of Rome, meets with opposition, or at 
least finds no sympathy ; whilst those who are plotting against their own 
Church, and spreading heterodox doctrine through the land, are suffered 
to pursue their schemes unmolested. By this apparent partiality, many 
excellent men are much disheartened. Some even are disposed to re- 
gard their Church rather as she is seen in practice than as she is in theory, 
and to doubt whether a communion in which truth is discouraged, and 
heresy tolerated and suffered to proceed unrebuked, can be guided by 
the Spirit of God. Some have been driven by their feelings to schisma- 
tical acts ; and even the most staunch adherents of the English Church 
—men who feel it their duty to remain with her, and contend under her 
canner to the last—find their spirit damped, and their energies weak- 
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ened, when those to whom they looked for countenance and Support 
join in the general outcry instead of allaying it by the authority of th,;, 
office.” “If the evil be permitted to advance, as it is now advancing 
without an attempt to control it, I see not what is to prevent Puritanis, 
again getting the upper hand, and overspreading and remodelling jh. 
Church; so that the old Church of England men, who keep the Praye,. 
Book as itis, shall be driven from the pale of the establishment, and jg. 
come a second body of Nonjurors. 

“Tris with the firm conviction that such an event is not only within the 
compass of possibility, but much more probable than many will gaily, 
themselves to believe, that 1 have ventured, in such plain language, to ep. 
deavor to draw the attention of those who hold authority in the Chureh 
to the real state of affairs, and the actual progress of Puritanism, of th, 
stealthy encroachments of which, I fear they are little aware.” 


“mae 


POETRY. 


BEREAVEMENT. 
(From Keble’s Lyra Innocentium.]} 
“ The Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before.” 


“ I marked when vernal meads were bright, 
And many a primrose smiled, 

I marked her, blithe as morning light, 
A dimpled three years’ child. 


‘« A basket on one tender arm, 
Contained her precious store. 

Of Spring-fiowers in their freshest charm, 
Told proudly o’er and o'er. 


‘‘ The other wound with earnest hold, 
About her blooming guide, 

A maid who scarce twelve years had told : 
So walk they side by side. 


‘One a bright bud, and one might seem, 
A sister flower half blown. 

Full joyous on their loving dream, 
The sky of April shone. 


‘‘ The summer months swept by—again 
That loving pair I met, 

On russet heath, and bowery lane, 
Th’ autumnal sun had set: 


“ And chill and damp that Sunday eve, 
Breathed on the mourners’ road 

That bright-eyed little one to leave, 
Safe in the Saints’ abode. 


‘/Behind, the guardian sister came, 
The bright brow dim and pale— 
Oh cheer thee, maiden! in His name, 

Who stilled Jairus’ wail! 
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** Thou mourn’st to miss the fingers soft, 
That held by thine so fast, 

The fond appealing eye, full oft, 
Toward thee for refuge cast. 


‘* Sweet toils, sweet cares, forever gone ! 
No more from strangers face, 

Or startling sound ; the timid one, 
Shall hide in thine embrace. 


“ The first glad earthly task is o'er, 
And dreary seems thy way ; 
But what if nearer than before 


She watch thee even to-day ? 


‘* What if henceforth by heaven's decree, 
She leave thee not alone, 

But in her turn prove guide to thee, 
In ways to angels known ? 


“ Oh yield thee to her whisperings sweet : 
Away with thoughts of gloom ! 

In love the loving spirits greet, 
Who wait to bless her tomb. 


‘In loving hope with her unseen, 
Walk as in hallowed air, 
When foes are strong and trials keen, 


Think, ‘‘ what if she be there ?”’ 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER: 


FROM A WILD FLOWER TO A WEEPING GIRL. 


My home is on the bleak and barren heath ; 

The mountain path oft’times is strew’d with me; 
Yet still within, around, above, beneath 

Each place, am I companion fit for thee. 


Thou think’st my office desolate and drear, 
No kind and philanthropic tear can raise: 

To me thou art an object great and dear, 
Thy sympathy to get and not thy praise. 


"Tis true the grace and beanty often seen 
Is not so frequently observ’d in me ; 

I reign not far and near a courtly queen, 
Such as around most frequently you see. 


Nor like the rose, the queen of beauty prais’d, 
Its soft and varying tints can I portray; 

Nor violet sweet, whose modest head uprais’d, 
Many a passion deep and true could say. 


My province is, by providence design’d, 
To pour the balm of consolation dear, 

Into the lone and stricken heart, inclin’d 
By sad affliction lately past to hear. 


To pluck me, now, the noisy haunts of men, 

Leave for the rude and wild, unbeat’n way : 
Reflections sweet, and gentle influence, then, 

You’! have, displacing melancholy’s sway, a) 
VOL. XXZIII.—No. 6. 24, 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGUNCE. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen's Chapel—That for Au 
gust was by the Reverend Missionary for St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead 
His subject was ‘* Alinsgiving” for the relief of spiritual, as wel| as of 
temporal necessities. ‘The amount collected was $15, 

Special Ordination.—James Maxwell Pringle was admitted to the 
Holy Order of Deacons on the 10th Sunday after Trinity, in St. Philip’ 
Church, Charleston. He was ‘ presented’ by the Rev. Paul T. Gervais 
The “ Exhortation” was by the Bishop, 


Extract from a letter, from Bennettsville, Marlboro’ District, §. Co 
I suppose you have heard of our Bishop’s visit, to the village of Bep. 
nettsville—it was indeed a source of great pleasure to us, to enjoy once 
again, the pure and holy worship of our own Church. Oh! how thank. 
ful I should be if we could succeed, in having a Missionary sent to this 
place, and having regular service, for I am convinced, that ina shor 
time we would have a very good congregation, particularly among the 
young, for many have taken pleasure in the prospect, and have said if 
a Church is opened here, they will make it theirs ; and | know they will, 
foron Tuesday night last, Rev. Mr. Gregg came over from Cheraw, and 
read prayers and preached in the village, and it has again led them to 
express a wish for the Church to be established here: doif you see the 
Bishop, tell him, we hope and trust, yet, to have a Church; 1 am sure 
Charleston Episcopalians, will generously assist in raising a sum suff. 
cient, to get a Church, and there are many here who will give their mite 


towards it. 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church.—From 
the Spirit of Missions for July and August we quote “ The gifts of 
God to our Church, and to its venerable mother, the Church of Eng- 
land, are, in many respects, unparallelled, since the first ages of Chris- 
tianity. Other bodies of Christians have either the Gospel, with the 
Church mutilated, or the Church, with the Gospel obscured ; but our 
Zion enjoys the dowry of Achsah, hath the upper and the nether 
springs, to fertilize her inheritance,—a pure Gospel,—a divinely-ordered 
government, —the word of God, in its freedom and fulness,—the insti- 
tutions of Christ, in their authority and completeness. We have, with 
these higher blessings, temporal gifts, also of a nature, indeed, far infe- 
rior, but which yet may be rendered, by willing hearts, most valuable 
and effective in the service of the great Giver. Not to speak of the 
pre-eminent position and immense resources of the Church of England, 
our own Church has, in proportion to its numbers, a larger measure, 
perhaps, than any other body of Christians, of the intelligence, the 
wealth, and the influence of the nation enlisted in its behalf. God, by 
His providence, has entrusted us with these talents. Are we to bide 
them in the earth, or to occupy them till He comes? Enriched, too, #& 
we are, with them, He has placed us in the midst of the great mission 
ary field of this continent. Is there no meaning in this ? He has placed 
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ys in the most intimate relations with the people of the great West; 
we are brought into immediate contact with that active, intelligent, en- 
ergetic, and yet, in the truths of the faith, uninstructed population, on 
whose moral and religious character, so much of welfare or of wo de- 
pends, not for themselves only, but for us also. For we are bound up 
‘n the same bundle with them. They already exercise a most potent 
influence in forming the laws which we are to obey, and directing the 
policy of that Government under whose control We are to live. The 
narrowest view of our own interest then, provided only it be a far-sight- 
ed one, requires us as wise and enlightened men, to do all we can to pro- 
vide for the spiritual wants, and elevate the moral and religious charac- 
ter of the people. But, as Christian men, there is a still stronger appeal 
made tous. These our brethren, bone of our bone, and flesh of our 
flesh, perishing for lack of knowledge, look to us to give it. Shall we 
sive it, or say With Cain, Are we the keepers of our brethren? Again, 
by our commerce, God has given us free access to the heathen. Every 
wind that blows brings us tidings of their extreme necessities, their utter 
helplessness, their pressing danger. We know that of them which our 
forefathers did not know of their forefathers, that they are worn out with 
feeding on husks, and are now yearning for the bread of life. We have 
itin abundance ; shall we give it them! What more then, I ask, could 
God have done to make this Church a missionary Church, than he has 
done? He has entrusted to us wealth, knowledge, power.” . : . 
“May not our recent dissensions and unchristian controversies, which 
clothe the cheek of every man who loves the Church with shame—may 
they not be owing to this very cause, our lack of service towards God ? 
Where He has given much, He requires much. His gifts to us have 
been peculiar and most abundant. What hasbeen ourreturn? Where 
are our labors? Where are our sacrifices? Where is the harvest of 
souls gathered in by us? Our missionary stations are still few and scat- 
tered. Our missionaries have gone forth, not as an army with banners, 
but rather as single spies, to search out the land, not to possess it, And 
even the few we have in the field are scantily and penuriously sustained, 
May we not, in such circumstances, expect the judgment of God, rather 
than His blessing? His Church, by her very charter, must be aggres- 
sive, or must decline; she can never remain stationary. Her energies 
must be turned outward to subdue the world, or they will be turned in- 
ward to tear out her own vitals.” . “Troma report “ The Com- 
mittee cannot conclude without invoking a special appeal from the Board 
tothe Church in behalf of the Domestic portion of that field which is the 
world, But for the faith that * substantiates things hoped for,” the 
small results of the past wou!d induce despair of making any adequate 
impression upon a population and territory which have expanded fear- 
fully beyond the means or men available for the due extension of the 
Church. Can it be possible that Churchmen will remain insensible to 
the imperious claims of our own borders,—‘‘of the widest empire and 
the greatest trust which God ever committed to any people?” Shall 
not we, whose possessions are on this side Jordan, toward the sun-rising, 
pass over before our brethren, armed, and he/p them till the Lord gives 
them rest as he hath us? Must our children, as the heritage of their 
fathers’ apathy, contend with the over-shadowing evil influences of the 
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lected West? Are the heathen, who in God’s providence live Within 
sight of the symbol “ of our most holy faith,” on our temples and ye, 
housetops, to die uncheered by the doctrine of the Cross, unblest by the 
knowledge of the crucified ?” 

The amount reported is, for Domestic Missions $3,476. From South. 
Carolina, $496. or Foreign $5,016. From South-Carolina, $1,763 


General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union.—This institutio, 
which for twenty years has preserved a steady course, promoting a yitq| 
interest of the Church—the Christian education of the young, and bless. 
ing them by its publications, in particular by that admirable Periodic] 
“The Children’s Magazine,” has recently adopted some measures of 
great importance, as the reduction of the prices of the books of instruc. 
tion and of those for the Library also—thus bringing them within the 
reach of Congregations generally—for example “ the Library” of ong 
hundred volumes can be had for $10 ; and the books of instruction can be 
had for 25 per cent less than heretofore. They are about to issue q 
“ Bible Dictionary,” and ‘“ Questions on historical portions of the Old 
‘‘ Testament, and Questions to complete the Series upon the Epistles 
“and Gospels.’ All shadow of excuse for using “ Union Questions” 
and filling our Juvenile Libraries with books which conceal, or censure 
“‘Church principles and practices” will now be taken away. “ In the 
selection (says the last annual report) and preparation of Books for 
publication, the Executive Committee feel bound to recognize, in al! 
their teaching, the distinctive principles of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church ; otherwise there would be no need of an organization separate 
from that which aims to inculcate only those general truths, on which it 
is supposed there need be no difference of opinion among good men.— 
But while it is deemed the duty of the Society to exhibit the distinctive 
features of a Church Institution, it does not forget that it is an Institu- 
tion of the whole Church, and not an organ for the dissemination of any 
a ap opinions in it. And their desire and aim will be to furnish 

ooks which present in their integrity those, and only those great truths 
which are plainly recognized in all the authorized standards of the 
Church. ‘In carrying out what is thus believed to be the design of the 
Society as a Church institution (distinctive in relation to those without, 
and Catholic in relation to all within), we cannot expect that every pub- 
lication will be equally acceptable to all who may use it, nor in very 
sensitive times, as at the present, can we expect to avoid the opposite 
objections which some of extreme opinions may entertain, that on the 
one hand we are not sufficiently distincteve, and on the other, that we 
are not sufficiently lideral. But, nevertheless, we hope to be able, as it 
is our constant endeavour, to make our publications, as a whole, accept: 
able to our entire Church.” 

“‘ The Catalogue” shews that the books of instruction are of various 
sizes, and embrace full teaching as to the doctrine, precept, and usage of 
the Church, and we have nv doubt have been prepared or selected with 
great care on the part of the enlightened and pious clergymen charged 
with this important business. 

The worthy Treasurer, (whose services the Church in South-Carolins, 
once had, but for too short a time) reports favorably as to the condition 
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of the funds, which, however, we trust will greatly increase, and thus 


augment the usefulness of this institution truly excellent in its design ; 


ts management, and its results. 


Maryland.— The 58th Annual Convention of this Diocese, met May 
o7th-29th. Present, the Bishop; many of the Clergy and 70 Lay- 
Delegates. The whole number of Clergymen is 108. The College of 
St, James is prospering. In his Charge, appended to the printed jour- 
nal, the Bishop says: “Ours is emphatically “a day of rebuke”—a 
season in Which great swelling words of reproach and contumely hurtle 
‘like iron shower of arrowy sleet’ in the darkened atmosphere of Chris- 
tendom, and men seem to consider it necessary for the establishment of 
their own claim to the reward of faithful service, to have proved that all 
around them are a faithless and perverse generation of hypocrites and 
misbelievers. The simple multitudes, among whom the jewels of our 
Saviour’s crown shall at the last day be for the most part found, are well 
nigh distraught by the noisy accusations and astounding charges of all 
manner of shades of crime that whirl around them in a ceaseless vor- 
tex.” . . “It matters little to the subtle deceiver who is the father of 
lies, and a murderer from the beginning, whether he build up one or an- 
other fourm of false doctrine,—whether he spread confusion and division 
among the followers of Christ by one or another pretext—provided he 
succeed in making men like himself, deceitful, spiteful, slaves of evil 
passions and contrivers of mischief against one another.” . . ‘ While 
the ministers of Christ are watching one another, the flocks committed 
to their keeping are in danger of the wolf; while they are quarrelling 
about the quality of the food which they severally offer, each man claim- 
ing to pass judgment on his brother’s store, the starving sheep are left 
unfed, Sin abounds while those who so rebuke it are mainly occupied 
in tracking, thwarting and denouncing each other’s movements.” . . . 
Against the pride and towering might of sin, we are sent to testify and 
strive. There stands the mark at which our missiles should be hurled, 
and not against our brethren. Reproof and rebuke which we are wast- 
ing against false churches, false creeds, false forms of devotion and 
false modes of discipline, should be concentrated against that from which 
the Holy Spirit bids us “turn away”’ ourselves and others.” . . , 
“The controversies of the day; the errors of cur brethren; the cor- 
ruptions and abuses of those around us; the differences among those 
who adopt our common standards; the weak points of antagonistic 
systems of doctrine or discipline; are for the most part out of place in 
the pulpit,” 

Michigan —The 12th Annual Convention of the Diocese met June 
3rd-5th. Present, the Bishop; 18 of the Clergy, and 20 Laymen rep- 
tesenting 28 Congregations. There are 21 Presbyters and Deacons. 

The following Resolutions were passed: “ That this Convention 
cannot adjourn without expressing their gratitude to Almighty God 
for the unity and concord that have characterized the proceedings of 
this as well as many preceding Conventions. That the members of this 
Convention, both clerical and lay, will endeavor to cultivate the same 
spirit, and to show their gratitude to God for his kindness to us as an 
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ecclesiastical body, by increased efforts in our respective spheres, to ex 
tend and build up that one Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, of 
which we believe it is our privilege to form a part— ' 

*¢ The Church our blest Redeemer saved, 

With his most precious blood.” 

Massachusetts —The 56th Annual Diocesan Convention, met June 
10th-12th. Present, the Bishop; 45 of the Clergy, and many * sa 
Deputies. There are 64 Clergymen, and 9 Candidates for Orders, ‘4 
Missionary for Seamen in Boston is acting, and the erection of a floating 
Chapel is suggested. For a “ Theological Seminary” $25,000 ;, 
pledged by an individual provided $25,000 more is paid in, and sundry 
regulations as to the Board of Trustees, Visitors, &c., are adopted,— 
The Trustees to be elected by the contributors, excepting the Bishop, 
who is ex-officio one ; $1000 entitling to one vote, but no one to haye 
more than 10 votes. The Trustees to fill vacancies in their board and 
any one may be removed if ten concur—the board consists of 13 


members. 


Maine.—The 27th Annual Convention of this Diocese met Jyly 
Sth—9th. Present, the provisional Bishop; 5 of the Clergy, and 1) 
Lay-Delegates. There are 6 Clergymen. In his address the Bishop 
said “Mr. Upjohn, the architect, in projecting plans of cheap edifices, 
upon purely ecclesiastical principles, which may be executed at an ex- 

ense of from fifteen hundred to six thousand dollars according to size 
and finish,—and which are at once recognized not only as houses of 
worship, but as churches,—\as, in my judgment; conferred no less a 
benefit upon the country, than in the construction of those costly and 


magnificent structures which will stand for ages as proud and admired 
monuments of art, consecrated to devotional services and the glory of 


God. 


Obituary Notice. 

Departed this life on 30th July, in the Communion of the Catholic Church, Major JAMES 
A. ASHBY, aged 37 years Bearing a long and _ protracted illness, with a meekness, pa- 
tience, fortitude and cheerfulness, which the grace of God alone could give; he was enabled to 
commit his wife and children to the care of Him who has promised to be a husband of the 
widow, and a father to the fatherless, and to pass not triumphantly, but peacefully and con‘- 
dently, through the grave and gate of death, being sustained and comforted by a reasonable, 
religious and holy hope in the merits of the Cross and Passion of his Redeemer. 

J. K. S. 


On the Lord’s day next after his death, in a Sermon, from his Pastor, Mr. A. was referred 
to as follows; *‘ Itis not intended to place triends recently departed, on the same platform ot 
religious excellence, with the eminent individuals* whuse characters, as set forth in the Bibie, 
we have been, at this time, contemplating. But, in the recollection that their probation 1s 
now ended--under the affliction for their loss, there is inexpressible consolation, in the cot 
sideration, that they had begun the religious life, or rather, that “the life of God in the sou! 
of man,” as we have reason to believe, had begun in them—that they had entered on the wax 
of faith, and were “ growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” day 
by day--there is great satisfaction in the memory of their useful example by which, 
though dead, they are now speaking (Oh! may they not speak in vain) for the warning, ane 


guidance, and incitement of their survivors, in particular of those who were their associates 
EE 





* Moses and St. Pau). 
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.. early manhood—there are incidents in the life of both of them, to which we will advert for 
he encouragement of parents, and guardians and pastors, and in confirmation of the wisdom 
f the Church in her solicitude and arrangements for the Christian education of the young. 

: The late Mr. James A. ASHBY was taught and trained in the Church. The good seed 
somed to lie dormant—but notwithstanding inauspicious circumstances, and more than ordi- 
\. worldly temptations, it withered not, it germinated, and it put forth another and another 
i No parent, no guardian to guide and conirol and encourage him in the way in which he 
should go--the lessons and the discipline of his mother the Church were blessed to his stead 
‘setness in the faith, and to a degree of consistency (alas! who is entirely consistent) with 
Christian practice. The most important knowledge, that of truth and duty was cultiva- 
iby him, and he was well informed as to the principles of the branch of the Church of 
4) be was a member. His influence was on her side, and his pen usefully employed, as 
ve understood, in her service, It pleased a merciful providence, to give him a long 


i 


' 
nary 


te 


wilt 
T hav ‘ 
oming of death, and to affurd favorable circumstances to prepare for the great change. He 
oe them faithfully--he sought the counsel of his pastors, and pious jay friends, and of 
believers, Whose Writings are a precious legacy—but especially of bis Prayer Book, and 
» all of his Bible. He humbly acquiesced in the instruction of the Church, and was 
chankful for it He cast all his cares—those of his beloved young family, and of his own 
oa} without reserve—on the mercy of God, in full confidence, renouncing, as he said, all self, 
,)| human dependence, and strong in the faith of his Heavenly Father, Redeemer, and Sane- 
vier, On his last bed,t he had the Holy Communion, and we humbly trust now participates 
v the better Communion of the Saints in paradise. We might, we desire to say more, but 
are called to notice the death of another, which is also susceptible of religious improve- 


rose 


we a 
Dr. N. V. Bailey} was also educated in our branch of the Church, in a Congregation in our 
neighborhood. In early manhood, he removed to Laurens District, of whose condition, in a 
Christian point of view, you were lately informed, by a Sermon which was responded to (and 
let me thank you) by some generous contributions, for the erection there of a Church. 
\mong the first, if not the very first, and certainly the chief promoters of that good work 
was he, of whose sudden recent death, you may have heard. 

Inthe School of Christ, into which he was admitted in infancy, his advancement was the 
result, as has been often the case of domestic afflictions, and having made a public profession 
f faith at the Holy Table, he became still more solicitous and active in endeavours, that he 
ind his neighbours should enjoy the privileges of the Sanctuary. A Congregation was organ- 

lat Laurens, our friend elected a Vestryman, and a Delegate to the Convention; a Mis- 
sionary appointed, and the prospect of a s} Iritual harvest promising almost beyond precedent, 
But clouds now hang over it-—perhaps to make all concerned humble, and look less to human 
and more to divine wisdom, and power, Of both the events to which we have now briefly 
referred, let us cordially say ‘*It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth to him good,” and 
let us pray, that his holy Church—the blessed cause of truth and holiness may incur no dam- 
age—that he would be pleased to raise up good and many agents for the propagation of the 
Gospel—for bringing in his sheep scattered abroad, and for the improvement of those within 
the told. May my young friends, and all of us, be followers of them who we humbly trust 
through faith and patience have inherited the promises, and realizing that “ the time is short,” 
work while it is day, for our own salvation—and for making ‘‘ ready a people prepared for 
the Lord.” 


(By Reqeest—F rom the Banner of the Cross.} 
ST. PETER’S CHURCH CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

The undersigned gratefully acknowledges the receipt of the following sums for the use of 
the Church at Charlotte. From a gentleman of N, C. and his sister, $100; Rt. Rev. Bishop 
(indsden, $30; Rev. Dr. Mason, $10; Rev. Dr. Drane, $10; Rev. E. M. Forbes, $15; 
Rev. A. Smedes, $10; Rev. J. B. Cheshire, $10; Rev. C. F. McRae, $10; Rev A. Glen- 
nie, $10; Rev. C. B. Walker, $10; Hon, D. M. Barringer, $10; Hon. Chas. Fisher, $5; 
4. F. Davidson, $20; N. Boyden, $10; Dr. Douglas, $10; J. H. Blake, $10; H. W. 
Guion, $19; V. A McBee, $10; L. E. Thompson, $10; J. F. Hoke, $10; W. Williamson; 
*); W. Lander, $5; W. Michal, $3: R. Williamson, $3; W. J, Hoke, $3; J. W. Ellis, 
1 ; Col. Coleman, $5; Major Reed, $4; R. Barringer, 6; J. O'Leary, $5; C. C. Gra- 
ham, $10; S. H. Walkup, 5; from the ladies of Grace Church, Camden, 8. C., by Miss 





'“The death-bed scene’’ of the pious Bishop of Moray he recently read with much inter- 
‘stand advantage: It was printed in the Gospel Messenger for June, pages 83 and 88. 


‘Dr. B, was killed by a fall from his carriage in July. 











essenger for the following years : 
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Amount brought forward for 
50 Vol. XXIII. $128 50 
00) Rev. Joseph F. Lee, Abbeville $3 00 
Rev, P. T. Babbot, 3 00 
Rey. J. Swart, Darlington, 3 00 
50| Mrs. Mary Taylor, Louisiana, 3 00 
Mrs. Margaret Bowen, 3 00 
Miss M. R. Simons, 3 00 
Mr. Benjamin Chaplain, Beaufort, 3 00 
Mrs. Jane M. Thomas, 3 00 
Mr. Charles Alston, 3 00 
Mr. Daniel Huger, 3 00 
Mr. T. G. Simons, Sen. 3 00 
Mr. Alexander Robertson, 3 00 
Mrs. Thomas Middleton, 3 00 
_| Mrs. H, Edwards, 3 00 
Mr. Robert Martin, 3 00 
Mrs, Charles Faber, 3 00 
Mr. Joseph Ww. Faber, 3 00 
Rey. P. T. Gervais, 3 00 
Mr. Edward M‘Crady, 3 00 
Mr. Alfred Huger, 3 00 
Annonymous, 3 00 
8 CO $191 50 
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Paul’s Epistles to the Colossians; being an attempt 
ting the errors on the subject of the Mediation of 
stances of the Church. By Bishop Wilson, of Cal- 
A. E. MILLER. 


TER FROM THE BISHOP. 
the Office of the Gospel Messenger, No. 4 Broad- 








UST RECEIVED.,. | 
. W. F. Hook, D. D., Vicar of Leeds, England. 
. D. Wilson, A. M., a Presbyter of Western New 


Chapin. 
McCullough. 
pp Bowen’s edition. 


und. 
R. Newton of St. Paul’s Church, Philadelphia. 
the late John W. Howell, Esq., by Rev. D. Patcairn. 
mpanion of the Doctrinal Principles, and Practica! 
ems, by Rev. A. B. Chapin. 
eathen and Christian Child, by W. Haig Miller. 
agement, by the Rev. Benj. Dorr, D. D. 
e of a Church Clock, by Rev. W. Harrison. 
man’s Annual, by Rev. John W. Brown. 
—ALSO: 
s ffom the General P. E. Sunday School Union. 
The Cripple of the Rail Road. 
The Rocky Island, a Parable. 
able. ‘The King and his Servants, a Parable. 
The Little Wanderers. 
ams. The Dark River. Luke Sharp. 
the Bible; to which is appended a Glossary of Doc- 
the Prayer-book. 
For sale by A. E. MILLER. 














